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In November 2013, a letter signed by 23 EU Member States was addressed to Androulla Vassiliou, the
Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth (2010 – 2014). In the letter, the ministers
responsible for sport delivered the following statement:

“We reaffirm the need to combat discrimination and intolerance where they occur within and
outside the sporting context. We recognize the potential of sport as a universal language that
contributes to educating people on the values of respect, diversity, tolerance and fairness and
as a way of combatting all forms of discrimination and promote social inclusion for all. These
values should be respected within the context of all sports.
We call upon all states that participate in organizing major sporting events, such as the
Olympic Games, the Paralympic Games, World Championships and other major sporting
events to respect the European Convention on Human Rights, the European Charter of
Fundamental Rights and the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Therefore, we call upon all states to uphold their international commitments to nondiscrimination, freedom of expression, freedom of association and assembly, in particular in
the framework of the Council of Europe, to protect the enjoyment of these rights by all
individuals, regardless of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, disability, birth,
sexual orientation or any other status.
Human rights are universal and indivisible and we believe that the European Union, as a key
player in the area of fundamental rights, is in a unique position to promote human rights
through sport and major sporting events, both within and outside of the European Union.”

This message is as true and important today as it was seven years ago. Some major international sporting
events are taking place, or being planned to be organized, in states where human rights violations or
abuses have been reported by international monitoring mechanisms, and the physical and moral integrity
of athletes is not axiomatic. This is in contradiction with article 18 of the Olympic Charter. A reference can
be made especially, but not only, to Belarus where, according to the OSCE Rapporteur, “major human rights
abuses” have been found to be “massive, systematic and proven beyond doubt”.
In this context, we, the ministers responsible for sport, wish to reiterate the message of the statement
made by the EU sport ministers in 2013. It is crucial that human rights are ensured in all countries
organizing major international sporting events both within and outside of the European Union. While fully

respecting the autonomy of sport, international sports organizations should be encouraged to take
accountable decisions on the hosts for major sporting events.
We would like to call on the European Commission, within the respective areas of competences of the
European Union, to commit to identifying an appropriate policy approach to this important issue.
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